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Jury Not S
"This project Is. at first glance. a straight Iorward solution to the festive bandshell in a
park. On IIlCOnd look the sophistication of Its
slting and its evocative zoomorphic quality is
a witty and appealing structure, The handling of the exterior and interior in combinetion with the water, particularly for the
water's reflective quality on the acoustic
material Is special . The frugality of the few
lines in a 30s art deco-Iike style is restrained
yet expertly treated."

The site , at the edge of a grove of cottonwood trees 50 to 60 feet tall, also had a low -lying area
perfect for a man - made lake . This spectacular setting for the Bandshell also afforded views of the
distant mountains.
The viewing experience of the Bandshell varies as one follows the path from east to west .
The trees serve as a curtain, exposing the Bandshell and lake to the viewer in ever- differing patterns as the leaves and branches diffuse the New Mexico sunlight. It is as though one were slowly
unwrapping a package and experiencing the excitement of what is inside in tantalizing bits and
pieces .
The Bandshell hovers over a man- made lake which is intergrated into the Zoological Park and
serves as a waterfowl exhibit. The lake. reflecting off the Bandshell acoustical overhang, presents
ever changing, intricate patterns for the viewer to enjoy. Besides enhancing the music, the lake
lends a sense of escape to the total Zoo experience.
The shell is dramatic and flowing in its design, offering a sense of solitude and drama even when
there is no performance. During the performance. however, the intricate acoustical system and
complete stage provide exceptional opportunity for the actor or musician.
The Bandshell hosts the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra and Chorus. but can also be used for
plays, opera, a small chamber music ensemble, jazz ensembles, or a puppeteer. Seemingly
floating on the lake. the water enhances not only the music, but attracts waterfowl that swim
around the stage or watch the performance from a nearby cottonwood tree .

Rio Grande Zoological Park
Bandshell and Lake
Albuquerque, New Mexico

The stage is already being used for a variety of events, educational demonstrations, and entertainment. The Bandshell can even be rented for a private party! Behind the stage are small dressing rooms, bathrooms, offices and storage.

This spectacular new performance center with its sweeping roof, simple lines, and waterfowl in
flight brings a Idnd of oriental serenity to this dynamic Zoo .

Owner:
City of Albuquerque
Mr . John Moore, Director
Mr. Ray Darnell. Assistant Director
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Architect:
Van H. Gilbert, A.LA., Architect
Design Team:
Van H . Gilbert. A.LA.
Ronald E . Shafer, A.l.A.
James Graf. A.I.A.

t-~
'\ ~;::::x:::

....l.

:::x::
:::x:::

::::c

::c

I
II
..l

:::x::
:::x:::

II

::::c
X

....l

:::x::
:::x::

~

----- .-J

1

: :r: :
::c

\

I

J.

~
J - .....

:::r::::'::;;;

::c
::c ::::c

r..

I

~

I

I

General Contractor:
Britton and Rich, Contractors
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Acoustical Engineer:
Purcell + Noppe + Assoc., In c.

Photography:
© Robert Reck
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